£1 tities of vnſeruiteable Gunpowder haue beene heeretofoze, and are dayly 

NI (till vented within this His Kingdome,to the apparant and manifeſt dan- 
ger, loſle and pzctudiceof hislouing Subtects,the merchants of the lame. 
and all others that be occaſioned to make ble ofit, infomuchthatnotonely 


man of their Ships with their goods and merchandiles, but alſo their 
| perſons (by meanes of this defectiue powder being very weake and bad 
haue beene loſt and ſurpziſed : And his Mateſtie hatch allo beene certilied, 
aſwell by ſome ofthe Loꝛds and others of his Pzlute Counſell (to whom 


be was pleaſed to commit the care of this ſo impoꝛtant a buſineſſe) as alſo 
bp the Commiſſioners of his Mauie (to whom the fame was rekerred) that 
this inconuemente is occaſioned, partly by reaſon of impoꝛtation of fozreigne Gunpowder being in- 
fafficicnt, partly by defectine making of powder within this Realine couertty and ſecretly, and with- 
out warrant of his Mateſties Commiſſion, and eſpecially foꝛ chat the ſayd defettiue powder, aſwell 
impoꝛted as made within the Realme, is put to ſale befoze it be duely pꝛooued as it ought, and as all 
— — made foꝛ his Maieſtie is tried and pꝛooued by a pzoofe-maſter aſſigned and woꝛne 
oꝛ that purpole. | 
His moſt Excellent Maieſty (whoſe care doth euer watch ouer the weale of His louing Subiects) 
taking theſe things into his Royall conſideration, is reſolued to meet with, and pzcuent theſe ſo im⸗ 
minent and perillous enoꝛmities foz the time to tome: And foꝛ redzeſle thereof, his Maieſtie doeth 
heereby lignilie his plealure to all his louing Subietts and others; and his Highnefle doethby this 
his Pꝛoclamation ſtrictly charge and command, That no perſon oz perſons whatloener, doe at any 
time heereałter make, oꝛ tauſe to be made foꝛ ſeruice againſt any enemy, oz foꝛ ſale, any gunpowder, 
within this Realmeof England, oz the Dominion of Wales, of any Saltpeeter made, oꝛ to bee made 
within the ſayd Realme oꝛ Dominion, but of ſuch Saltpeeter onely as is, oꝛ ſhalbe made by warrant 
of his Mateſties Commiſſion granted oꝛ to be granted in that behalf. And that no Saltpeeterman, o: 
maker of Saltpeeter do at any time heereafter , tranſpozt,o2 cauſe to bee tranſpozted into the parts 
beyond the Seas, oꝛ ſell, vtter, oꝛ put to ſale, o2cauſe to be ſold, vttered, oꝛ put to ſale within che ſaid 
Realime oꝛ Dominton, any Saltpeeter made within the ſayd Kealme oz Dominion, but onelp to his 
Maieſties ſtoꝛehouſe, to his Maieſties powder⸗ maker there. And that no perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoe⸗ 
uer, doeheereafter pꝛeſume to buy any Haltpeeter, made, oꝛ to bee made by vertue of his Mateſties 
Commiſſion, but his Mateſties Powder-makeronly, to whom it ſhall not be lawfull to recetue fo: 
any powder by him to be ſold to his Pateſties Dublects abone ten pence the pound: And that no 


gunpowder whatloeuer, be heereafter at any time bttered, ſold, oꝛ bented within this Realme ozthe 
damintou of wales, by any perſon oꝛ perſans whatſoeuer, befoze the lame be tried, pzoued, and aliom⸗ 
edof, by the ſayd \wozne pzoof-maſter, and by him marked. as heerein afteriserpzeſſed, whereby all 
his Mateſtieslomng Sublects may take notice ofthe ſoꝛts oftheſayd gunpo wder, and the goodneſſe 
thereof, and the vſesco which it may the moſt aptly be applied. bn 
| Andbecaule much intonueniente may ariſe by fraud and deteit in counterfeiting thepzoof maſters 
| marke, oꝛ by mingling the powder by him marked, with other decayed oz inſufficient (tuffe , andso- 
| rherwile ; His Paieſtie doeth further heereby charge and command, That no perſon oz perſons 
| whatſoeuer, doe attempt oꝛ pꝛeſume to counterfett any marke which ſhall heereafter bee vſed bythe 
| Caydſwozne pzoof-maalter, to the purpoſe afozcſayd, oꝛ doe woꝛke, oꝛ put in pꝛattiſe any fraud, deceit, 
| o2 fleight, — GERD oꝛ mingling any gunpowder,ozotherwtle , whereby his Maieſties intent and 
| meaning bekoze expꝛeſſed, map bee altered, diuerted, 02 abuſed; Lectingall his Subietts and others 
| know, that wholoeuer ſhall commit any offence againſt this his Maieſties Pzoclamation,oz any part 
| chereof, oꝛ in any point infringe any pꝛohibition oz declaration of his Dateſttes pleaſure heerein ex⸗ 
[| pzcſcd, chall not only incurre his Mateſttes heauy indignation anddiſpleaſure, and be ſubiett to ſuch 
paines, penalties, impꝛiſonment, andpuniſhment, as by the Lawes and Statutes ofthis Realme 
tanoꝛ map be tnflicted vpon them, as bꝛeakers andconteniners of his Maieſties Nopall command, 
vut allo vndergoe the leuere cenſure ot his high Court of Starre chamber foꝛ ſuch their offences at⸗ 
toꝛding to their demerites. And his Maieſtie doeth heereby require and command, that the ſayde 
| ſwo2ne pzoof-maſter, which ſhall haue the trying and pꝛoouing of Gunpowder, bee diligent, atten- 
dant, and carefull to dot his duty therein faithfally and truely, as to him belongeth, and not to mark 
any veſſell of powder to be ſold oꝛ vented as afozeſapd, but ſuch as ſhalbe good and ſuffitient foz the 
neceſſary vſe of his Maieſties Subietts, and anſwerable to the marks: And that he do not take os re⸗ 
ceine aboue Gre pence in currant Engliſh mony,foz any barrell ot powder of one hundꝛed weight, e ſo 
— — hall by him be tried, pꝛooued and marked, as afozeſayd, as he will anlwer the 
contrary athisperill, | | 
And his Maͤleſties pleaſure is. That he, and all other his Þſghnelle officers(n generall, bee vi⸗ 
gilant and carcfull to ſce this his Pzoclamation fully txetcuted, and to diſconer all offences;fraudes 
and deceits, Which ſhall bee committed, put in pzactile, oz attempted contrary to the true meaning 
of theſame. and to giue infozmaicon from time to time to his Maite ſttes Attourney general. 
well of the ſayd abules andoffences, as of the offenders themſelues. And alſocommanding and 
authoziſing his ſapd Atturney Generall foz the time being, vpon ſuch infozmation giuen vnto him, 
to pꝛoſetute and pzoceede againſt che ſayd offenders in the Court of Star-chamber : It being 
bis Mateſties expꝛeſſe pleaſure , that ſeuere puniſhment ſhall bee executed vpon all the ſapd offen- 


ders whatloeuer. 


Giuen at our Palace of Weſtminſter, the ſixteenth day of [anuary, in the twentieth yeere of Our Reigne 
of Great Britaine, France and Ireland. | | 


i The markes of the Proofe-maſier, whereby the poodneſſe of the Powder 


may bee underfleod. 


if che Barrell bee marked with three Crownes onthe ſtaue heades, it is of the beſt and principall Re- 
ceipt of fine Powder which is made. | | 
If with two Crowncs, it is new, ſtrong, and good Powder for great Ordnance, and may feruc fac 
Musket alſo. 1 "If 
But if you finde the Caxke marked with O. . and one Crowne , then it is old powder, mevy wrought, yet 
ſtrong, good, and firfor great Ordnance, for one yeeres ſeruice at the leaſt. 1 


God ſaue the Ring. 
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